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ANTI-NEGRO EMANCIPATION. 



In this universal clamour and party struggle for 
liberty and equality, first raised by Thomas Paine 
and followed by better meaning men, whose 
names we would regret to blend with so suspi- 
cious a character as his (for Wilberforce, ex- 
cepting this one flagrant error, certainly ranks 
among the best of men, and the most estimable 
of the Philanthropists of the day,) it appears to 
be imperiously necessary to examine the war- 
rant of such a clamour, and the objects of this 
ardent struggle. They are either rational or 
not — if they are, encourage their progress — if 
not, arrest it. 

To make a stand against ostensible liberty, is 
assuredly to take the most unpopular side of the 
question ; but the popular feeling is not there- 
fore the most rational. Liberty, by which is 
meant that principle worthy of the name (notli- 
cence, nor licentiousness), liberty is truly the most 
eminent privilege a rational creature can enjoy, 
nothing therefore but weakness or villainy could 
wish to clog its immortal pinions, or check its 
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high-born career ; far then is it from us to scowl 
at any latitude it might happily take over any 
part of the known world j and the voice of a 
Briton can scarcely be raised even against its 
semblance, licentiousness; but while we adore 
its celestial origin and hail its auspicious march y 
we would crush the imposter licentiousness, 
which assumes its dignified appellation — we de- 
precate the thousand evils, the uproar, confu- 
sion and destruction which this specious mon- 
ster leaves in. its rear. We will therefore fear-r 
lessly challenge it forth to light ; we will see if 
it can endure unprejudiced scrutiny, rational 
investigation, and the torch of truth. We will 
lift the silver veil from this mysterious prophet, 
and having discovered his real features, even his 
high priests and most fiery devotees will recoil, 
blushing at their infatuations, and deploring the 
consequences. Let us first listen to the cla- 
morous hubbub, the cant of these modern liber- 
alists : — 

" Are we not all of one Father ! 

(c Dowe not all come naked into the world ? 
Have we not all one common nature ? Do the 
mere accidents of wealth, place, family or dis- 
tinction, change the species ? If not, then alas I 
why do not all stand upon level ground, how 



can one man soar above his brother but by as- 
sumption. AH are equal by nature, why then 
are not all level in rank. The earth is a boun- 
teous mother, and teems with a superabundance 
for all her children ; why should some engross 
power, authority, title and rank, while their 
wretched brethren are bent with care, pining in 
want, or subject to servitude. Away, then, with 
such oppression and such oppressors, let us have 
a community of property, it is nature's privilege, 
the common birth-right of all her sons ! Eman 4 
cipate the Negroes ! — Snap the galling chain, 
&nd let them range their woods and mountains 
in natures livery r , and let their haughty masters 
find their own level and feel their insignificance." 

# * ■ * 

*'■ Now, can there possibly be any thing more 
plausible and bewitchingly specious to untutored 
feeling, than the suggestions which form the 
above watch- word for Liberty. u Huzza " (roars 
the mob), " these are plain arguments, who can 
refute them — they are the voice of humanity, 
who can be deaf to it — they are the pulse of na- 
ture, stop it, and it dies. 5 ' How fine ! and what 
a monster must he be who can be insensible to 
such forcible and affecting appeals. But we 
dare affirm, that all this imposing appearance is 
only Lucifer in aft angel's drfess. The clwenjbot 



may be readily descried by any who have eyes 
and who choose to make use of them. 

* 

Many proud apostrophes have been made to 
liberty, it has glittered in. poetical description 
and inspired the loud pceans of the multitude 
from time immemorial, to the present democrats 
cal period. 

But leaving all these intoxicating rhapsodies 
to enthusiasts and levellers, let us calmly en- 
quire what true Liberty implies. — Subordin- 
ation — Ojrder— Happiness. — Where there is 
just subordination there is order ^ and where there 
is order, there is happiness, and where there is 
such happiness , there is Liberty. The whole 
arises out of the fundamental law of our Maker, 
it constitutes His service y and His service is per- 
fect Freedom ! 

Here then is the test. Here is the plain un- 
sophisticated sense of the thing. Now, try all 
the fine plausible systems of liberty by this touch- 
stone, $nd see where their logic lies. Here is 
tfxejfoddess herself i now bring all the idols which 
have borne her semblance and have been wor- 
shipped under her name, and look at her and 
at them — " Hyperion to a Satyr." 



Liberty has her home in England, this may 
not be opposed, because it is so universally re- 
ceived. But this we may, and from fact are 
warranted to affirm, that liberty is sick at home 
of a Plethora, she is in a dangerous state of 
high excitement and distorted with filthy tu- 
mors. Her very vitals, viz. subordination and 
order, are decaying. Her distemper is alarm- 
ingly contagious, and the contagion is insinuat- 
ing itself to the Indian shores. 

' If the children of servitude or slavery loudly 
claim commiseration, let us look at the enviable 
offspring of civil liberty at home, and compare 
each state by the forementioned threefold test 
of true and genuine liberty o 

All slavery abroad and servitude at home ne- 
cessarily involve the lower orders of the commu- 
nity. Now as there is so loud an outcry for 
Negro Emancipation, we naturally imply that 
the lower classes of the free-born are compara- 
tively elevated and happy, blest with all those 
circumstances which elevate the mind, cherish 
the body, and which ameliorate the whole con- 
dition of man. We are also to suppose the di- 
rect reverse of the state of the negroes. Let us 
see if it is so, and let candour operate during 
the investigation. 
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In all civilized states, the artisan, the me- 
chanic, the labourer, and the servant form the 
bulk of the people. The main body of a free* 
born people thsn, by birth and condition are al- 
lotted to labor for the support of themselves 
and families, The privileges and comfort^ of 
their condition ebb and flow, and ore dependent 
ppon the ebb and flood of trade — their employment 
or non-employment, their good or bad character •, 
their ability or inability, their industry or idleness, 
bodily sickness or health. Now, what melan- 
choly consequences, what painful reverses some 
of those fortuitous privileges of the children of 
liberty are subject to, let England's metropolis 
land every manufacturing town and village tes T 
tify. Perhaps in any point of the compass round 
the whole globe, so great a mass of unmixed 
wretchedness and positive misery pannot be 
found than is and always was in London, among 
the free-born sons of Britain-—" the praise and 
envy of the world/' The hundreds of filthy 
streets and filthier dwelling holes ; the crawling 
squalid demL-brutes which huddle there ; the 
workhouses, the prisons, the thousand homeless 
wretches which every morning know not where 
they shall get a breakfast j the thousands of 
half naked, half famished, vermin-devoured mi* 
serables which meet and shock the sight of the 
London passenger, with minds as depraved as 



their bodies are degraded j the general prostitu- 
tion of the females of such classes,and the vices 
of the men ; the shocking accumulation of 
youthful delinquency ; this appalling confluence 
of poverty and its concomitant miseries, all thi$ 
huge mass of infernal vice and its melancholy 
results, all issue from the tumors of this over- 
grown monster, mis-called Liberty. " I know 
not," might the unemployed mechanic exclaim, 
« I know not when I shall be again employed, 
nor where I shall get money to pay my rent, to 
clothe and feed fcriy wife and family ; but what 
of that, I am not a slave, I am a son of liberty, 
and that proud name, that noble feeling alone, 
is more than equivalent to all the pains and pri. 
vations of poverty. I am a free bora Briton— 
huzza, liberty and property for ever," he might 
bawl amidst the cries of his children for bread. 
Very fine indeed I , 

" I know not," might the discarded man-ser- 
vant say, "I know not when nor where I shall 
find another master, nor do I much care how it 
terminated, for if I do not find a situation in ser- 
vice, I can live by my wits. Who in the name 
of freedom is master over a son of British li* 
berty ?— c The world is wide and there's room 
for us all.' — I haVe no particular objection to 
live honestly by my labour, but if I cannot live 
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by such means, I must live, I can find some *' 
other. Aye, I must live, and Pll bend and cringe 
to nobody; vie are all freemen alike, and I am as 
good as the best and great as the highest of 
them all." Away then he goes and falls into 
thfe first vicious course which presents itself or 
suits his temper ; and adds another unit to the 
dreadful aggregate offree-born thieves and sharp- 
ers. The same is applicable to the female ser- 
vant. All servant-like costume and demeanour 
are totally exploded, quite extinct in this large 
part of the community. Which is the maid or 
which the mistress who can tell ? The mistress 
perceives something wrong and deficient in the 
manner, dress and conduct of her maid, and 
ventures to remonstrate j the consequence is, 
that the offended maid tosses her head and gives 
her mistress notice of quitting. Off she goes, 
and if she gets another place, well ; but if not, it 
Is of little importance, she can with much faci- 
lity glide into a lady of pleasure. Hence prin- 
cipally it is, that both by day and night our 
most public avenues are thronged with Cypri- 
ans, to the annoyance of modesty and the de- 
struction of our youth. But what of all this 
(retort our wise champions for liberty) ? Suppose 
our men servants are insulting in service, and 
out of service are thieves ; admit that the hum- 
ble modest maid-servant is unknown ; that this 
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class of society are wanton, idle and pert in ser- 
vice, and out of service are abandoned women; 
what of all this? If we have no servants left, have 
we not liberty to compensate us for these petty 
disagreeables ; are not these girls daughters of 
freedom— and could you be base enough to re- 
strain the high bonr spirit of British females ?— 
If the men choose a criminal course, and the 
women prefer the life of a whore, pray are they 
not at liberty to make their own election ? You 
forget that they are not slaves ; they are not to 
Ibe coerced ; their bounding blood is not to be 
tamely confined within the narrow channels of 
honesty or virtue ; liberty is every thing with the 
unfettered mind, it can publish blasphemy, tra- 
duce majesty, vilify government^ spurn the laws, 
and destroy all order ; in short, it justifies every 
excess and sainctifies every crime. 

4 

We have just glanced at the artisan and ser- 
vant, now let us look at the destitute ; by which 
we mean that part of the community which have 
no trade, no calling, no means of support what- 
ever, but whose food, lodging and clothing, are 
absolutely casual and dependant upon the wind- 
falls of .the day. Now what - an inconceivable 
state of absolute depravity must this be ! It po- 
sitively beggars all description, and there are 
many thousands of these shocking spectacles in 
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England's metropolis.^ We relate it not to the 
disparagement of the British nation. No, by no 
means, such are necessary effects of a cause com- 
mon in alj, free states and capitals;) We beg we 
may not be maliciously misconstrued in these 
remarks, as if we were militating against Uberty j 
no, in no shape ; but against its semblance only 
do we declaim. It is -that chimera Equality, 
that misnomer of liberty, which we ridicule j it 
is that fury, insubordination, against which we 
protest; it is that demon, licentiousness, which 
we so earnestly deprecate. What sober, rational 
being that can think at all but must shudder at 
such a spirit, its lamentable tendencies, and de- 
structive results. Little do these zealous and 
perhaps well meaning advocates for Negro Eman- 
cipation, dream that they are thus industriously 
sowing the seeds of anarchy, and wild impati- 
ence of all government, and breaking down the 
pale of order. Those inflammatory appeals of 
Mr. Wilberforce and his friends, to the feelingg 
ami passions of the vulgar, are equally cruel, 
unchristian and impolitic ; cruel to the lower or- 
ders of society, in engendering and cherishing 
a spirit if dissatisfaction xmth their sphere and lot 
m Ife, which cannot and ought not to be ele- 
vated j unchristian in striking at the root of 
every gospel precept of subordination, ^ which 
commands all men to be satisfied with the station 
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and sphere in which th$y are horn; and impolitic 
in making a schism in government, or rather by 
inverting government s the consequences of which 
must be commensurate with the baleful cause ! 

• * * 

We have cursorily glanced and only glanced 
at the positive wretchedness of the lower orders. 
qfajree state, where thousands of the sons of liberty, 
take licence to do wrong, and have liber ty to suffer 
want/ Now turn we to the negro race* " those 
pitiable creatures," and let us join the'loud con- 
dolence of their thousand hardships* and privar 
tions beyond whatever our happy, ragamuffin* 
starveling, free-born, houseless children know. 
Why one dreadful calamity peculiar to the Ne- 
gro state is,: they never can possibly know one 
particular privilege of liberty, viz. what it is to 
want the necessaries of life. Their lodging, their 
food, their clothing, are unhappily provided for 
them, their wives and children. From the mo- 
ment of their birth to their grave, they are cru- 
elly devoid of care, all care — sweet care, charm* 
ing care, desirable care, bewitching care — cares 
the high and peculiar privilege of the freeman.—* 
Alas ! this is a woe indeed ! What a galling chain 
this to drag through life-^-one would hardly be* 
lieve it possible in a world like this j-^-but it is 
true, notoriously true. They, the Negroes, these 
wretched slaves, have every support provided 



for them, and &fe not indulged even with an 
atom of care in common with the more privileged 
of thefree~bom children of nature. Is not their 
lot in life peculiarly severe ? — This is to suffer 
oppression indeed. What, not to be permitted 
to do wrong ; what, to be cruelly restricted from 
all the thousand charming varieties of vice and 
crime 9 and their ten thousand consequences with 
which freemen are privileged 'and punished /Oh ! 
this is a grief not to be borne ! What, to be ob- 
liged to labour tgo 9 whether they choose or not! 
What, not suffered to be idle and want, or steal 
and be hanged ; or, to pick pockets and be ex* 
iled j or cheat and be whipped j forsworn and 
pilloried j defraud and be incarcerated; in com- 
mon with the high born free-man ! What, are 
Satan and Lucifer, viz. vice and pride, to be for 
ever exclusively enthroned amidst the favourite 
free-born pets of nature ! Is this fair ? - Why 
are the poor Negroes to be thus cruelly debarred 
of their blessings. Are we not all children of 
humanity, why should not the poor black be al- 
lowed to be as vicious and wretched as the whites? 
O ! shame upon such partiality, tyranny and op- 
pression ; since we are all men and all equally 
involved in original guilt, why should not all be 
equally involved in vice and crime, and all 
equally subject to. woe and wretchedness to- 
gether. 
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Thus far , our ridicule -, for surely no sober 
strain would have suited this part of our enquiry. 
Now be we serious, while we seriously call upon 
these incendiaries of emancipation to read the 
volume of important facts, couched under these 
allusions to the comparative state of the slave 
and free-man. Look at the slave and look at 
the free-man — but look with the eye of candour, 
which is the most practically vicious anb 
wretched, and which the most actually inno- 
cent, careless and happy. Go through every co- 
lony, and temperately regard the state of the 
black slaves; then pace the puddle-holes and 
filthy avenues of the lowest orders of free-men, 
go into those holes and see how they huddle, 
eat, and lie; look at the dirty rags whidh but 
half conceal their dirtier skins ; see their cada- 
verous and sunken cheeks, and mark the melan- 
choly scowling eye. Think, Oh, think on the 
thousand miseries of squalid poverty, and the 
ten thousand sorrows of licentiousness ; think on 
infantile delinquency ; think on female prosti- 
tution ; think on the gaming table; think on 
diversified and endless fraud; think- on the 
debtor, the honest but unfortunate debtor ; thg 
scoundrel debtor, and, the consequent evils in a 
thousand shapes. Think on mendicity, its crimes . 
and human degradation; think of 
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The oppressor's wrong, the proud man's contumely, 

-—the law's delay, 
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*f he insolence of office, and the spurns 
Which patient merit of the unworthy takes 



$* 



in any free country y and in every free; pea-* 
pie whose boast is of liberty, while .they en- 
dure pangs % privations, wanted oppressions, and 
degradations unknown to those who are denotni* 
nated slaves ; and be it remembered, that this is 
Ao exaggerated picture of a free people, nor 
half the mere outline. » Let it be also* noticed, 
that the largest portion qf every free- community 
. are involved in this description. All these evils 
are unknown to those we denominate slaves ; 
those we are so anxious to emancipate, forsooth ! 
are strangers, happy strangers to the burdens 
we bear, and never, never felt the scorpion lash 
with which we torture each other, and inflict on 
our own persons. How many thousands of those 
who bear the boasted appellation of free-men, 
would sell their body , and soul too, for temporary 
relief from accumulated miseries and impend-; 
ing famine. And all these varied evils in a landi 
under the best possible form of government, aris~\ 
ing from no fault in its faithful administrators nor, 
defect in its natural produce* but emanating) 
wholly and purely from the liberty of the sub- 
ject. Again we would guard against wanton; 
misconstruction : we are not complaining of our . 
lot in the general scale of society: no; our busi-, 
ness is to compare, for most assuredly compa- 
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fisdn is implied by Negro Emahcipition, — yes, 
slavery is compared with the state of freedom — 
and we have compared them fairly and dispas* 
gionately* We ask then in the name of fact 
and candour, which is the more Unviable ? Which 
is the more to be deplored, which drags the hea- 
viest fetters, which state suffers less from the de- 
pravity of humanity, which is subjected to fewest 
wants, and consequently the fewest cares, and 
consequently the fewest disappointments, and 
consequently the fewest dissatisfactions, and va- 
rious distresses, crimes and vices, arising from 
plots and schemes to escape present and impend- 
ing trouble. 

1 ! - x 

Upwards of eight hundred thousand human 
beings, by the all-wise and inscrutable purposes 
of our common Maker, are committed to the 
care and protection of white men, and this from 
time immemorial ; and because some of their 
protector^ tti&f have pr6ved themselves unwor- 
thy of their sacred charge, shall the guilt of a 
few exceptions be fastened on all ? Are there 
no bad masters in England ? Have apprentices 
rtev^r found an oppfessor in him whose duty 
and interest it was to be a father and friend ? 
Have soldiers and sailors never proved a tyrant 
hi an officer ? Have wives never suffered a Nero 
in a husband ? But would it be candid or true to 
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generalize this charge ; and because we do find 
such instances of dereliction, tyranny, oppression 
and cruelty, would it be just, politic or rational, - 
to proclaim a universal enfranchisement to all 
apprentices, an abolition of all bonds between a 
soldier and his general, the seaman and his of- 
ficer, the subject and his prince, and a dissolu- 
tion of all the sacred ties between man and wife. 
In this part of our subject our poet's remark 
seems applicable — 

For forms of Government let fools contest, 
That which is best administered is best. 

* 

But who does not know, that in every form of 
government there may be and must be occa- 
sionally, unworthy administrators; but let us 
not forget the system is the same. 

In the negro tribes we see a large portion of 
mankind happily exempted from care, want, 
disappointment, and a thousand other " ills that 
jftesh is heir to" and all that is required of them 
in return for such peculiar immunities and pri- 
vileges is labour — to labour in common "with all 
the lower orders of the human race. The bulk 
of a nation are the lower classes, and he must 
be a superficial observer who does not know that 
poverty and misery , with all their horrid train of 
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consequences, necessarily involve the indigent 
and labouring classes of society. Now, are these 
facts, or are they not ? That they are " unvar- 
nished" facts who can dispute ? And as such, 
what but a heated imagination could dream of 
the comparative wretchedness of the Negro con- 
dition in the order of providence. But what 
will not imagination rave when once diseased, 
and to what extremes will not the pertinacity 
and pride of party extend ? 

In our recognition of the nature of true li- 
berty we marked its component parts to be sub- 
ordination, order 9 and happiness. What can possess 
Mr. Wilberforce and his party thus to under- 
mine the very basis of society ? Such conduct 
might indeed consist with the mania of the 
Fleet-street pamphleteers and such wretched in- 
cendiaries ; but for venerable christian statesmen 
and grave lawyers to destroy the gradations of 
society , to militate against subordination, and to 
sow the seeds of sedition and discord is an ano- 
maly of no common stamp. 

The spirit of the times seems to be impatience 
qf all control a restlessness under all govern- 
ment, a rage for equality. Hence the hydra- 
headed sectarists with their blasphemies, absur- 
dities and confusion. Hence the democratical 

c 2 
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insurgents. Hence the entire change in the cha- 
racter of servants, hence that general dissatis- 
faction of the common ranks to preserve their 
station in the graduated scale 6f society. Hence 
their profusion of expense in furniture, and mi- 
micry of dress and appearance of their masters 
and superiors* And are they happidr in this in~ 
jftated state? He must be a dull observer of men 
and manners, who cannot readily answer this 
question. And shall this turbulent spirit, this 
mania for equality be sanctioned, be multiplied, 
be extended to the peaceful regions of the un- 
offending Negroes under the specious mask of 
philanthropy and Christian feeling ? The ne- 
groes, time out of mind, have been by providence 
consigned to their quiet subordinate condition 
in the order of society. They are bred to it T 
they know no other \ and if undisturbed, they wish 
no other ; they are happy if let alone, they are 
contented if uncorrupted. Why will ye inject 
the poison of discontent in their obedient (not 
servile) bosoms, they are happy in their servi- 
tude, content with their scale in life more so 
than their boasting liberators. Ye free-men, ye 
slave Emancipators what are ye ? Tell truth and 
say, Ye are the Slaves, and the Negroes the Free- 
men. Ye are slaves , wretched slaves to a thou- 
sand bosom-tyrants ; to a thousand destructive pas* 
sions, tormenting desires and artificial wants, and 
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woes which the Negro cannot possibly know nor 
suffer. - What, are ye envious of their compara- 
tive happiness I You see them (if you leave them 
uncontaminated), you see them subordinate, or* 
derly and contented. Can a Statesman wish to 
see more — can a Christian pray for more— ought 
humanity to sigh for more? Would England, 
France and Spain, and other nations be what they 
have been, and siiffer what they now partially do 
if such a spirit of order, subordination and con* 
tent alike pervaded . the lower classes of their 
community ? This is a fair and important 
question, and demands a direct and. candid an- 
swer. 

But suppose this wild visionary object of the 
levelling system could, which it never can, be ef- 
fected, and the slaves all manumitted, let it be 
effected either by an immediate coup-de-main, 
or progressively through any plausible medium 
which might be suggested, viz,, " by insensible 
revolutions, particular manumissions," &c. &c. 
How would the change in name from slaves to 
free-men, change the condition ? The wants of 
life would require supply then, and they are now 
supplied. Labour must be the means then, and 
they do but labour now. All the difference 
would be a liberty to change employers (a most 
delicious luxury to a rebellious breast), a, liberty 
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to work, or starve or steal, and in short a liberty 
to imbibe all the vices, to commit all the crimes, 
and to suffer all the countless distresses and mi- 
sferies of the licentious free-men. (Where will 
you find a body of slaves that know a thousandth 
part of the distresses of every species of our la- 
bouring classes ?) x 

Now this certainly is indisputable, for the same 
cause will produce the same effects either under 
a skin of ebony or of milk. Would this, Mr. 
Wilberforce, be improving the condition of the 
slaves ? But we seem to start at the appellation 
of slave, and indignantly to swell at the feelings 
of control, submission and passiveness. This may 
sound extremely plausible indeed in the ears of the 
infatuated mob j but surely any individual pro- 
fessing himself a Christian and having the most 
superficial acquaintance with his Bible, will pause 
before he join his voice in crying down these 
quiet virtues which truly designate and adorn the 
Christian character. If the foregoing remarks be 
founded on fact we shall perceive that slave and 
free-man are but bare appellatives* Their im- 
portance lies only in the sound and in the ima- 
gination. The slave may fill up the sphere al- 
lotted to him with Christian obedience, and be 
happy in his deed, while the free-man with his 
boasted liberty (alias licentiousness), may neg- 
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lect all bis duties, abuse his blessings, be refrac- 
tory and miserable. Aye, but replies the Eman- * 
cipationist, the free-man, with all the miseries 
involving himself and family, is still a free-man. 
He has no one to control the noble freedom of 
his will. He may do wrong or right, or nothing, 
just as his temper may prompt him ; and if he 
suffers the consequences of a foolish* 6t "wicked"^ 
act, he has still the proud distinction of being 
his own master, and that idea alone is a cordial 
and support under all the accumulated conse- 
quences of folly, vice, or crime — and is more 
than an equivalent for every minor good. — Oh/ 
coercion is not to be endured. 

These are the glorious tendencies and results 
of Negro Emancipation ; this is the grand and 
ennobling ultimatum to which the Negroes are 
to be driven by their humane delivery from in- 
nocence and content ! 

The evil tendencies of this sickly philan- 
thropy towards the objects of its feeling, are 
evident to every reflecting mind, and rise most 
fearfully in prospect over the unoffending and 
devoted victims. But the injustice and impo- 
licy of so wild a measure, cannot fail of striking 
the most pertinacious bigot, and the most super- 
ficial politician. What, are these professed cham- 
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pions of liberty combining to strike at the very 
P root of liberty ;. to trample upon its great Charter, 
to violate the sacred JBill of Rights, to break 
down the .bulwark of property and possession, 
equally dear to every British subject by births 
right!.. .What* will they call upon the British 
Parliament: in the name, of the Almighty to ex- : 
~€rfe*ehe ^legislative scythe" ta mow down the 
rightful owners of colonial property ! Will they; 
solemnly invoke the irresistible arm of the law. 
to attack and wrest the lawfully acquired or he-: 
reditary possessions,; from. the possessors?, And 
in conjunction .with these violent propositions in 
Parliament, will they by various inflammatory 
speeches and pamphlets, engender insurrection 
abroad r .to;render sure their spoil, and effectually 
to- secure their, plunder; will they disseminate 
the doctrines of ^revolt $" of a " Negro em* 
pire;" will they indirectly invited King Chris- 
tophe and President Petion ,? to unite their more 
tangible arguments of fire and massacre, to for- 
ward this most holy object of plunder and spo- 
liation! What shall, we say;to this? It is too 
awful for irony-^-it is too outrageous to seem 
like fact emanating from men ostensibly CkrteU 
tan politicians and philanthropists, and whose 
professed objects are justice, humanity y and iU 
bertyil 
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As to the impolicy of so wild a schgme, it is to 
glaring as really to render a particular discussion 
superfluous and tautological* One hardly can 
forbear siftpec ting such men of disaffection ^ or 
some private ends to consummate. Need it be 
reiterated how inestimable a jewel the West In- 
dian colonies are in the British crown. Who 
does not know, and how often has it been re- 
peated, that those possessions afford an invalu* 
able resource to this omintry, and are geographic 
cally a**, connecting link 9 * between the new and 
the old world f Who does not know that our 
West Indian possessions form some of the most 
powerful buttresses of our national greatness ?^-* 
Who need be told that our manufacturers annu* 
ally export many millions to the West Indian 
colonies ; the ship-owners have an extensive in* 
terest therein, something more than two hun* 
dred thousand tons of British shipping are occu- 
pied in the West India trade. Need we be told 
that England is a mercantile country, the inter- 
ests of which are the very vitals and heart's 
blood of the body politic— affect them, and in 
proportion as they are affected it sickens- — stab 
them, it dies. 



* . 



Shall then the wealth and commercial prospe- 
rity of a great nation be thus undermined and 
endangered by a fanatical or interested party, 
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who, fastening a tube to their eye, are determin- 
ed to see nothing but the exclusive object of 
their immediate infatuation, and would thus 
run blundering on until they precipifete them- 
selves, their devotees, and the national interests 
into an abyss of irremediable destruction. 

Now, in the name of humanity, policy and 
justice— in the name of that golden rule which 
teaches man to do to othdrs as he would be done 
unto— in the name of every sacred link which 
binds man to man — in the name of every gra- 
dation which constitutes the life of order, and 
happiness, and the very soul of liberty, we call 
upon these mistaken men to pause, reflect, weigh 
and collect candour and courage enough to ac- 
knowledge and retract their most egregious and 
dangerous error. 

■ 

For shame ! Think of the mischievous and 
fatal consequence which must necessarily follow 
from thus igniting the dormant passions of, the 
thus deluded creatures, and conjuring up the 
demon of discontent in their otherwise tranquil 
bosoms. Why would you rob them of that 
which you can never restore ? why would you de- 
prive them of content by persuading them they are 
wretched ? why would you inject forbidden de- 
sires ? why would you thus ape the Satanic act 
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of the arch deceiver of our first parents ? They 
know but a comparatively small portion of 
evil, why would you unkindly open their eyes 
to know more, or present a false mirror to 
magnify that little ? Why would you teach them 
your sad lesson, and make them wise at the ex- 
pense you have paid for your aggregate of 
knowledge of good and evil. Let the Negroes 
alone , they are better and happier than yourselves. 
The evils which fall >#p their lot, are only occa- 
sional and. partial, and evils are the lot of all hu- 
manity. Those evils have been both ignorantly 
and designedly exaggerated m\& fabricated. It is 
not consistent with the interest of proprietors to 
mal-treat their slaves ; on the contrary, both in- 
terest and policy inspire kindness and protection, 
and as he is both a fool and villain who would 
ill-treat his apprentice, his wife, his child or ser- 
vant in a free country (and yet there are such) ; 
so is he equally a subject of execration and con- 
tempt who would abuse his slave ; but who with 
the least regard to candour and common sense, 
would involve the whole body for the sake of the 
base exceptions ! ! ! Is this logic ? — is this can- 
dour? 

Rouse then from this feverish dream of negro 
revolutions. Be warned by the alarming symp- 
toms which have already appeared in Barbadoes, 
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St. Domingo, Demerara and Jamaica, and re- 
member they are but symptoms of the approach- 
ing storm which if not timely deprecated and 
allayed, may — aye, must pf necessity sooner or 
later, involve your whole political and moral 
horizon in tempest and destruction. The spirit 
which rides and inspires such a storm, cannot be 
Christian or kind j it must be demoniac and cruel. 
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If animated indeed wit&a true philanthropic 
regard tothe moral elevation of the black tribes, 

SEND DULY QUALIFIED GLE&Q*teVXforthatpUrpOSe> 

and suffer not the sectarian hordes of fanatics to 
supersede the duties and privileges of our regu* 
&AREsTA£LisHM£NT,and to disseminate religious 
and political schism, superstition, and rebellion. 

Forget not also the gratitude due to the pure 

and unshaken loyalty of our Colonists / they form 

a large and important body of his Majesty 9 s sub* 

jects 9 and to injure them would be to abuse the 

best friends of the state ! 

Far be it fix>m us to arrest the god-like march 
of genuine Philanthropy, or to paralyze its 
friendly efforts, no j but we would deprecate in- 
direct ends and illegitimate means. Let her then 
xsease to rove abroad for objects, let her restrict 
her kindly exertions^ those at home j let her in- 



fuse the balm of conciliation iato the rankling 
wounds of Ireland j let her make the circuit of 
our own villages, visit our manufacturing towns, 
arid pry into the 4 * dark corners** of our metro* 
politan miserables. Let her devise less sanguine 
ahy laws, and limt the need of them. Let her take 
* off the chariot weeels"of vice, and arrest the 
progress of crime. Let her burn the gaming ta*. 
ule; demolish the bagnio, and cleanse the stream 
of pollution from our 'streets. Let her develope 
and obviate the latent cause of female prostitu- 
tion and youthful delinquency; Let her, through 
the medium of her Senate, bend her awful frown 
on the effeminacy, absurdities, and inconsist- 
encies of the higher ranks, and raise the tone of 
principle in the lower. Let her • inspect the 
church establishment, correct the abuses therein, 
see its la^rs faithfully regarded, its rubric re- 
verenced, its colleges purified. Let her strip 
from the wolf the sheep's clothing, and encou- 
rage faithful and qualified characters to minis- 
ter in holy things, and manage ecclesiastical 
matters in all its offices and gradations. Let her 
pour oil into and trim her " Laodicean" lamp* 
and light up the flickering torch of prudent and 
well directed zeal in our temples. Let her beam 
an animating halo of charity in our churches, 
and let the furious sectarists perceive that we 
want not their lurid glare to light us to heaven. 
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Let her stimulate the members of our establish- 
ment to be more prompt in the various duties of 
their holy office. Let her teach her sons of the 
regular clergy by more freely volunteering their 
missionary service, to supersede the spreading 
contagion of sectarianism and the bane of schism. 
Let her still increase her churches, and kindle 
attractives to attendance in those holy edifices 
by a more consistent life, a warmer glow, and a 
livelier manner in the desk and pulpit. Here 
then is a spacious arena for the exertions of Phi- 
lanthropy. Let her first ameliorate the condi- 
tion of her children at home. Let her exert some 
professional skill in reducing the dropsical bulk 
and dispersing the tumours of liberty and of re- 
storing it to a state of convalescence. Let her 
teach her impatient sons that true liberty is 
compounded of subordination, order and vir- 
tue. That true religion is, to fear &od, to ho- 
nour the King, and to be content in that station 
in which it hath pleased Divine wisdom to place 
them j and that to live in the unity of spirit and 
in the bond of peace, is happiness worthy the 
name ; and that happiness is freedom. 

Thus let Philanthropy labour — and thus let 
her teach her children — and tell her the Ne- 
groes are thus by nature instructed ; nor let her 
degrade her character by the folly, sin and cru- 
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elty, of unteaching them that which they are so 
well taught, and have so many centuries so well 
practised. 

Go then Philanthropy, do justice first abroad^ 
by abstaining from officious injury ; love mercy 
at home, by curtailing vice and error ; and walk 
humbly with thy God in matters beyond thy 
finite comprehension. The Negroes will ulti- 
mately have cause to thank thee; thy con- 
science will not reproach thee; and thy coun- 
try will praise thee. 



x - v^ THE END. 
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